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Alexandra�Nowakowski�is�a�22�year�old�soprano�
from�Palatine,�Illinois,�and�a�recent�graduate�of�
the�University�of� Illinois�at�ChampaignͲUrbana.��
Though� at� the� beginning� of� her� professional�
career,� Ms.� Nowakowski� has� already� distinͲ
guished� herself� in� numerous� competitions.� In�
addition�to�being�named�the�winner�of�the�MarͲ
cella�Kochaŷska�Sembrich�Vocal�Competition�by�
the� American� Council� for� Polish� Culture,� she�
received� 2nd� place�in� the� Hal� Leonard� Vocal�
Competition,�and�an�Encouragement�Award�at�
the� District� Metropolitan� Opera� Auditions� in�
Iowa�in�2014.��

Ms.�Nowakowski’s�father�was�born�in�Warsaw,�and�mother�in�Tarnów.��Her�
parents� immigrated� to� the�United�States� in�1986�and� settled� in�St.� Louis,�
Missouri,�where�Alexandra�was�born.� �They�kept�close�ties�with�the�Polish�
community,�and�Alexandra�speaks�Polish�fluently.��When�the�family�moved�
to�Chicago,�Alexandra�attended�the�Fryderyk�Chopin�Polish�School� in�PalaͲ
tine,�Illinois�for�ten�years,�and�passed�her�Matura�in�2009.��As�a�child,�AlexͲ
andra�spent�her�summers�in�Poland�visiting�grandparents,�aunts,�uncles�and�
cousins.�Her�most�favorite�place�is�Zakopane.�Alexandra�is�a�talented�artist�
who� also� enjoys� areas� outside� of� opera,� especially� cooking,� reading,� art,�
film,�and�the�symphony.�

At� the� University� of� Illinois,� Alexandra� was� the� recipient� of� numerous�
awards�and�scholarships,�actively�participating� the�choral�groups�and�uniͲ
versity�opera�workshops.� �During� the�2013Ͳ2014� season,�Alexandra�made�
her� operatic� role� debut� as� Donna� Elvira� in� Don� Giovanni� with� the� Lyric�
Opera� Studio�Weimar,� and� participated� in� the� Bay� View�Music� Festival,�
where�she�sang�in�scenes�from�Handel’s�Giulio�Cesare�and�Mozart’s�Cosi�fan�
Tutte.��She�later�portrayed�Diane�in�Offenbach’s�Orphée�aux�Enfers�with�the�
Illinois�Opera�Theatre,�and�made�her�professional�operatic�debut�with�the�
Baroque�Artists�of�ChampaignͲUrbana�as�Dido�in�Purcell’s�Dido�and�Aeneas.�
Alexandra� also�made� her� concert� debut� this� year� as� a� coͲwinner� of� the�
Krannert�Debut�Artist� in�ChampaignͲUrbana.� �Alexandra�will� continue�her�
operatic�studies�at�the�Academy�of�Vocal�Arts�in�Philadelphia�as�a�resident�
artist�for�the�2014Ͳ15�season.��www.alexandranowakowski.com�

Pianist,�Jianan�Yu�comes�from�Dalian,�China,�graduaƟng�from�the�Shenyang�
Conservatory�of�Music�in�2010�and�earning�her�M.M.�from�Syracuse�UniverͲ
sity,�NY.��She�received�numerous�awards�and�held�many�solo�and�chamber�
music�recitals� in�China,�United�States�and�Canada,� including�the�Hira�PonͲ
cha�Memorial�Music�Awards,�NaƟonal�Scholarship�of�China,�Gold�Award�of�
the�2009�Yamaha�Asian�Music�Scholarship�CompeƟƟon,�among�others.�Last�
season�Ms.� Yu� performed� Tchaikovsky’s� Piano� Concerto� in� BͲflat�Minor,�
Op.23�with� the�Syracuse�Symphony�Orchestra.�Currently,�Ms.�Yu� is�a�DocͲ
toral�student�at�the�University�of�Illinois�at�ChampaignͲUrbana.�
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)U\GHU\N�&KRSLQ� � 2S������No. 12 Moja Pieszczotka�
������������ � � � No. 16 Piosenka Litewska 
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3DXOLQH��9LDUGRW�������������� � 1. La Danse 
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Wianek 
Odjazd 
Polska máodzieĪ 
Ostatni mazur 
PoĪegnanie 
Biaáa chorągiewka 
Wisáa 
Jezioro 

  Intermission 
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&KDUOHV�*RXQRG�� � $K��-H�YHX[�YLYUH� 
������������ � � )URP�Roméo et Juliette�
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������$OH[DQGUD�1RZDNRZVNL��soprano 
��������������������-LDQDQ�<X��piano 
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������������������������������Marcella KochaĔska Sembrich�
� � � ����������(1858Ͳ1935)�
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3UDNVHGD� 0DUFHOLQD� .RFKDĔVND� ZDV� ERUQ� LQ� :LVQLHZF]\N�� $XVWULDQ�
+XQJDULDQ�*DOLFLD��QRZ�SDUW�RI�WKH�8NUDLQH���+HU�IDPLO\�ZDV�YHU\�SRRU��
EXW�XQGHU�KHU�IDWKHU¶V�WXWHODJH��VKH�EHFDPH�DQ�DFFRPSOLVKHG�SLDQLVW��YLR�
OLQLVW��DQG�VLQJHU���,Q�9LHQQD��DW�WKH�DJH�RI�����ZKHQ�VKH�SHUIRUPHG�LQ�DOO�
WKUHH�DUHDV�IRU�)UDQ]�/LV]W��KH�UHVSRQGHG�³0\�OLWWOH�DQJHO��*RG�KDV�JLYHQ�
\RX� WKUHH� SDLUV� RI�ZLQJV�ZLWK�ZKLFK� WR� IO\� WKURXJK� WKH� FRXQWU\�RI�PX�
VLF���EXW�VLQJ��VLQJ�IRU�WKH�ZRUOG��IRU�\RX�KDYH�WKH�YRLFH�RI�DQ�DQJHO�´��$W�
DJH�����WKH�\RXQJ�VRSUDQR�GHEXWHG�LQ�$WKHQV��VLQJLQJ�(OYLUD�LQ�%HOOLQL¶V 
I Puritani,� DQG� IRXU� DGGLWLRQDO� RSHUDV�� LQFOXGLQJ� 'RQL]HWWL¶V� Lucia di 
Lammermoor���%\�WKH�DJH�RI�����GXEEHG�WKH�³3ROLVK�3DWWL´��VKH�FUHDWHG�D�
VHQVDWLRQ�LQ�/RQGRQ¶V�&RYHQW�*DUGHQ�ZKHUH�VKH�UHPDLQHG�D�IDYRULWH���,Q�
������0DUFHOOD�6HPEULFK�FDPH�WR�WKH�8QLWHG�6WDWHV�WR�VLQJ�LQ�WKH�QHZO\�
IRXQGHG�0HWURSROLWDQ�2SHUD�FRPSDQ\����
3DGHUHZVNL¶V�RSHUD�Manru�LV�WKH�RQO\�3ROLVK�RSHUD�SHUIRUPHG�E\�WKH�0HW�
ZLWK�6HPEULFK�VLQJLQJ�WKH�OHDGLQJ�UROH�LQ�(QJOLVK�LQ��������6HPEULFK�KDG�
��� UROHV� DW� KHU� FRPPDQG�� VLQJLQJ� PRUH� WKDQ� ���� 0HW� SHUIRUPDQFHV��
$PRQJ�KHU�UROHV�ZHUH�9LROHWWD�LQ�La Traviata,�=HUOLQD�LQ�Don Giovanni��
4XHHQ�RI�WKH�1LJKW�LQ�The Magic Flute��5RVLQD�LQ�Barber of Seville��DQG�
0LPL�LQ�La Boheme���3XFFLQL�VDLG�WR�KHU�³<RX�DUH�the�0LPL�´��
6HPEULFK¶V�0HW�FDUHHU�ZDV�FHOHEUDWHG�ZLWK�D�IDUHZHOO�JDOD�LQ�������GX�
ULQJ�ZKLFK�VKH� WKULOOHG�KHU�IDQV�E\�VLQJLQJ�DV�ZHOO�DV�SOD\LQJ�WKH�SLDQR�
DQG� YLROLQ�� � 6HPEULFK� FRQFHUWL]HG� LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\� XQWLO� ������ DOVR� WHD�
FKLQJ�DW�WKH�-XOOLDUG�6FKRRO�RI�0XVLF�LQ�1HZ�<RUN�DQG�WKH�&XUWLV�,QVWLWX�
WH�RI�0XVLF�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD���6KH�SXUFKDVHG�D�ZRRGODQG�UHWUHDW�RQ�/DNH�
*HRUJH��1HZ�<RUN�� DQG�XVHG� LW� DV� D� WHDFKLQJ� VWXGLR�EHWZHHQ������DQG�
������ �1RZ��NQRZQ�DV� WKH�6HPEULFK�0XVHXP�� LW� KROGV�PHPRUDELOLD� RI�
6HPEULFK¶V� WUDYHOV� DQG� FRVWXPHV�� KRVWV� FRQFHUWV� RI� UHQRZQHG� VLQJHUV��
DQG�KROGV�V\PSRVLD�IRU�RSHUD�KLVWRULDQV���ZZZ�WKHVHPEULFK�RUJ�
0DUFHOOD¶V�IDYRULWH�DFWLYLW\�ZDV�PRXQWDLQ�FOLPELQJ�ZLWK�KHU�KXVEDQG�LQ�
WKH�$OSV�� �6HPEULFK�PDLQWDLQHG�D� OLIH�ORQJ� IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�3DGHUHZVNL��
JLYLQJ� FRQFHUWV� WRJHWKHU� DV� KH� DFFRPSDQLHG� KHU� VLQJLQJ� LQ� :DUVDZ���
7KURXJKRXW� KHU� OLIH�� VKH� UHPDLQHG� D� JUHDW� 3ROLVK� SDWULRW� DQG�KXPDQLWD�
ULDQ�� � 'XULQJ�:RUOG�:DU� ,�� VKH� ZDV� 3UHVLGHQW� RI� WKH� $PHULFDQ�3ROLVK�
5HOLHI�&RPPLWWHH�RI�1HZ�<RUN��UDLVLQJ�PRQH\��IRRG��DQG�FORWKHV�IRU�KHU�
EHORYHG�3RODQG����


